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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: PDEV, IZ, CU 

SUB J : IRAQI-CUBAN RELATIONS 

REF: A). BAGHDAD 1548; B. HAVANA 1999 

1 . BEARING ON REFTEL A REPORT OF SADDAM HUSSEIN ATTENDANCE AT 
CUBAN RECEPTION, GRANMA, JULY 25, REPORTS ARRIVAL IN CUBA OF 
NAIM HADDAD, MEMBER OF BAATH PARTY NATIONAL DIRECTORATE, ACCOM 
PANIED BY LATIFF SAID JOSSEN, MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE. HADDAD 

IS REPRESENTING IRAQ AT WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL AND CELEBRATION OF 
XXV ANNIVERSARY OF CASTRO'S ATTACK ON MONCADA BARRACKS. IF 
OUR MEMORIES ARE CORRECT, IT WAS NAIM HADDAD WHO ANNOUNCED 
EXECUTION OF COMMUNISTS IN IRAQI ARMY TO WESTERN PRESS. 

2. ALTHOUGH NO REPORT OF CASTRO MEETING HAS YET BEEN PUBLISHED, 
HADDAD, UNLIKE ANY OTHER FOREIGN VISITOR, WAS MET AT AIRPORT BY 
CASTRO'S PERSONAL AIDE DR. JOSE MIYAR, IN ADDITIION TO POLITBURO 
MEMBER PEDRO MIRET WHOJUST RETURNED FROM IRAQ. (FYI NOTE ALSO 
THAT CASTRO MADE UNUSUAL APPEARANCE AT IRAQI EMBASSY RECEPTION 
HERE, JULY 17. END FYI.) 

3. COMMENT: IRAQIS HERE HAVE BEEN UPSET OVER ERITREAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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SITUATION, AS WELL AS PDRY AND AFGHANISTAN COUPS. THEY ALSO 
APPEAR CONCERNED WITH CASTRO'S MOVES TOWARD YASSER ARAFAT 
(WHO IS GUEST OF HONOR AT WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL) AFTER CASTRO'S 
EARLIER CONTACT WITH IRAQI-ORIENTED GOERGE HABBASH AT TIME OF 
MENGISTU VISIT. BUT, JUDGING FROM ATMOSPHERICS IN BAGHDAD AND 
HAVANA, IT WOULD APPEAR THAT IRAQI AND CUBAN 
LEADERSHIP ARE NOW LOOKING TOWARD LIMITING DAMAGE TO THEIR 
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